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T o r o n t o  A u t o s p o r t  C l u b
2025 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT Rob McAuley president@torontoautosportclub.ca
VICE-PRESIDENT Gary Vernon vicepresidentmail@mailtorontoautosportclubmail.ca
TREASURER Brooke Jacobs treasurer@torontoautosportclub.ca
SECRETARY Ingrid Beck secretary@torontoautosportclub.ca
COMPETITION DIRECTOR Graham Tulett competitiondirector@torontoautosportclub.ca
SOCIAL DIRECTOR (open position) social@torontoautosportclub.ca

2025 COMPETITION COORDINATORS 
ICE RACING Graham Tulett
TIMEATTACK /SOLO-I Gary Vernon
AUTOSLALOM /SOLO-II Keith Hui

2025 COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES 
RALLYSPORT ONTARIO Graham Tulett competitiondirector@torontoautosportclub.ca
MEMBERSHIP Claire Jacobs registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca
WEBMASTER Brooke Jacobs brookemail@maillbrooke.net

Club Mailing Address:  148 Tamarack Drive, Thornhill ON, L3T 4X4

The  TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO Incorporated, (known as the “Toronto Autosport Club”) is a general 
interest motorsport club involved in rallying, Solo I, Solo II, ice racing, road racing and social events. Club Meetings are 
held on the third Wednesday of each month (except August & December) at 8:00 p.m. (currently via ZOOM online). 

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME ! 
FIFTH GEAR is the monthly publication of the Toronto Autosport Club. Articles concerning Club members’ activities 
are of special interest and members are encouraged to submit their writings to any member of the Executive or 
send them to the Editorial Offices. Past issues of FIFTH GEAR are posted for viewing on the club website.
FIFTH GEAR is normally published on the second Wednesday of each month. Certain scheduling changes may be 
made to accommodate major motorsport events which are of interest to the members.
DISCLAIMER  
Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are for entertainment purposes, are those of the individual writers 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions and views of the TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO, its 
Executive members, or affiliated governing bodies such as CASC-OR, CARS, RSO, or the ASN (Canada) FIA.
FIFTH GEAR Editors: Nick Beck

280 Ridgefield Cres., Maple, Ontario  L6A 1J6
Editorial: phone: (905) 832-8012 
Email:  mfifthgearmail@torontoautosportclubmail.cam

Please contact the Executive member(s) directly or through the Club Address listed above, for matters 
not pertaining to FIFTH GEAR. 
Advertising rates (per year) : $150/full page;  $75/half page; $25/business card size

Toronto Autosport Club is proud to be affiliated with the following sanctioning bodies:



Welcome to May!

I hope everyone has a track car ready to 
go, as well as a car ready for that summer 
road trip family vacation.  And somewhere 
between the 2, a rally car ready to take on 
whatever is thrown at it!

Ontario Time Attack has wrapped its first 
school of the season, as well as event #1. 
There are lots of interesting cars running, 
from a Honda Fit, to a McLaren 720. There 
are a few Porsches, plenty of BMWs and 
many Subaru/Toyota/Scion BFRZS.  

Next up is the school and Event #2 at 
CTMP’s Grand Prix track on May 31 & 
June 1. This is always the highlight of the 
series - and this year, OTA will run there 
again in August! In July, the series will run 
at Shannonville’s Long Track on the 13th.

Wife Sue and I do enjoy our trips to 
Formula 1 events. We went to Austin for 
the US GP 2 years ago, and this year, we 
are returning to Montreal for the Canadian 
Grand Prix. We haven’t been since 
Jenson Button beat Sebastian Vettel in 
the rain many years ago. Sue used to get 
invited by SAP, and we loved the VIP 
treatment! Now we are on our own. We 
have always enjoyed the grandstands at 
turn 2, with good action at the start of the 
race as well as seeing cars come out of 
the pits and merging mid-corner. 

And Montreal is always busy on those 
weekends, with lots to see and do!
This year, we will be sitting in a cafe-style 
terrace, probably down too low, at turn 2. 
People who buy tickets one year, get 

priority the next year, so it can be tough to 
get good (and reasonable) seats unless 
you are an annual attendee. We likely will 
try some other venues in future years, but 
I’m looking forward to see how things 
have changed in 14 years!

On June 21 - the longest day of the year - 
Brooke, Claire & Kim will host the 
Discover Ontario Rally. This novice 
friendly event will run around Port Hope 
this year, so it will be a great route. This 
navigational rally is part of RSO’s ORRC 
series, and a great intro if you’re just 
getting started - or a proper skill testing 
event for intermediates or experts!

And the other big event is our annual 
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park ALMS/
IMSA weekend - July 11-13. The folks a 
Mosport give us the best spot at the track 
- in a corral at the top of Turn 2. Tickets 
are easy to come by, and we provide a 
top flight barbecue. The TAC flags will be 
flying, and the TAC canopies will provide 
some shade. You just need to bring a 
starter or desert and a lawn chair.  We will 
provide water and pop as well as some of 
the best burgers you have ever tasted (as 
well as other goodies). Cost is a bargain - 
at $40 for members and $50 for guests. 
CTMP charges $70 for the same 
weekend package - without the food!

If you have any questions on this or any 
other event, just drop me a line. I’m 
available to provide more details, and 
make sure you have a great time!

Rob McAuley
TAC President 

From The President’s Desk

Click Here for link to TAC ZOOM Meeting 3rd Wednesday Monthly 8pm

On The Cover: from Chevrolet Grand Prix weekend Promo from CTMP



TAC 2025 EVENTS CALENDAR
Date ClubCategory Event Description

May  2025
ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM TACMeeting21

PMSC Rallycross #1 PMSCRallyCross24

Rocky Mountain Rally, Invermere BC CSCCRally-CRC31-1

SMP CUP;  at SMPRegional Race31-1

Ontario Time Attack School #2 / Event #2 CTMP-GP TrackTimeAttack31-1

KWRC Rallycross #2 KWRCRallyCross31

June  2025
PMSC Rallycross #2 PMSCRallycross7

VARAC Vintage Grand Prix, CTMP (Mosport) VARACVintage12-15

Pacific Forest Rally, Merritt BC WCRARally-CRC13-14

ORSC MLRC Rally Sprint MLRCRallySprint14

ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM TACMeeting18

Discover Ontario Car Rally & SNATR #4 - See Flyer- TACRally-ORRC21

Rallye Auto International Baie des Chaleurs, New Richmond, PQ CRABRally-CRC27-29

July  2025
PMSC Rallycross #3 PMSCRallycross5

KWRC Rallycross #3 KWRCRallyCross12

TAC at CTMP Chevrolet GP ; IMSA Weathertech; FAMOUS TAC  BBQ TACSocial13

ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM TACMeeting16

Canadian Touring Trophy Races,  CTMP (Mosport) BARC-OCRegional Race26-27

August  2025
Ontario Time Attack School #3 / Event #3 CTMP-GP TrackTimeAttack2-3

More events to appear as 2025 Schedules are released.

For more information on any event, please contact the organizing club or sanctioning body directly.



Come see the 2025 CHEVROLET GRAND PRIX at CTMP! 
July 11-13  and TAC’s Famous BBQ on Sunday 13th 

	

 
	
This is Mosport’s biggest weekend, and TAC will be back in their usual corral (infield, on hill between 
turns 2-3) with another amazing barbecue (Sunday) – included in the price of admission!    
Family & friends are invited. 
 
Featured races include: 

• IMSA Weathertech Sportscar Championship 
with LMP2, GTD Pro, GTD Classes 

• IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge 
• IMSA VP Racing Sportscar Challenge 
• Whelen Mazda MX-5 Cup 
• And more 

July 11-13 (TAC BBQ on Sunday 13th Only) 
Tickets - $30 for members, $40 for guests 

 

Please RSVP to president@torontoautosportclub.ca 
 

Note: only current TAC members with ID are able to pick up tickets for you and your friends,  
at main entrance/Registration building, before entering. Best to all arrive together. 



BACKROAD DISCOVERY 
Paul Moore


Are you the type of driver who enjoys deserted backroads?  Do you like gravel 
roads?  Do you like to get away from traffic?   Do you like “rally roads”?   Well, do I 
have a suggestion for you!


Before I get started on the subject at hand, I do want to say that this article in no 
way represents any political beliefs.  Yes, I know lots of people are avoiding trips 
south of the border these days.  I am one of that group, generally, (cancelled one 
long trip already) but I had a good reason to travel south and figured that I would 
make the best of it.  No issues at all, BTW.


Back in 2010 a non-profit organization was founded in the US to document and 
layout routes for the use of deserted backroads that only “locals” know. These 
routes were for “adventure motorcycles”.   Adventure bikes are big, on/off road, 
motorcycles that can carry luggage, but still go into scary places.  The Backroads 
Discovery Routes (BDR) were born.  Since then, the organization had mapped out 
routes in twelve US states.  Most routes are epic rides that take a week or more to 
complete.  Many are NOT suitable for four wheeled vehicles.  I have ridden some of 
the single-track,  60 cm deep sand traps that pass for roads in the desert states.  
Taking even a 4x4 vehicle would likely result in an expensive tow bill!  The BDR 
staff have told me they are currently working on a couple of Canadian routes for the 
future.  






As luck would have it, Rita and I had to go to State College, Pennsylvania over the 
last weekend to attend Rita’s graduation from Penn State University.  It just so 
happens that State College is right on the PA Wilds BDR-X route!  What better time 
to test out the Ford Bronco in out of the way places?


The PA Wilds BDR-X is a 
purposefully mapped “shorter” 
route of around 500 miles that 
explores the “Wilds of 
Pennsylvania” tourist region.  It 
is a circular route so you can 
jump in anywhere along the 
route.  Just look at a map of PA 
and you will see a void of major 
roads and towns in the centre of 
the state.  The route follows 
gravel but very well maintained, 
mostly single lane roads that 
form a spiderweb of access to gas/oil pumping operations, “camps” (cottages), 
logging and all sorts of outdoor pursuits.  This is even the home of the eastern herd 
of Elk or Wapiti.  


A couple of friends and I rode the route in the fall of 2024 over a week and 
throughly enjoyed ourselves.  This “recce” of the route confirmed it was suitable for 
four wheels.  The route designers have included some alternative “expert” routes 
that are not suitable for four wheels.  The expert alternative routes aside, any road 
legal, moderately height sedan, SUV, or pick up would be fine on this route.  We 
had the benefit of warm dry weather for our trip(s), but never did I have to use 4-
wheel drive.  The very few locals that I have squeezed around (one lane roads!) on 
both trips have been driving just about anything you can imagine.   I would not 
suggest it for your lowered, track rat with 20 profile gummy tires!


So what is the appeal?  No traffic, lots and lots of forest, mountains (there is no flat 
land in this area), wild life, spectacular views, and quaint villages.  You will not find 
many, if any, big chain hotels (except in State College) or restaurants.  Small 
motels, camping, country stores and “mom and pop” restaurants are the name of 
the game.  This is also Amish country, so be prepared for “home cooking” and 
being too stuffed to walk!!  The BDR organization have made food and lodging 
recommendations on the routes.


The route can be very complex in places, so do yourselves a favour and download 
the BDR route from RideBDR.com.  It is free.  What you will get is the route broken 
into sections (usually about one day’s worth of driving per section) that can be 
uploaded to your GPS as “tracks” to follow.  Most original equipment, in-dash GPS 
units will not accept “tracks” so you will have to borrow a portable GPS unit or rely 



on your phone.  Paper maps 
are available through Butler 
Maps (not free!), but only 
suitable if you have a 
reasonably skilled “co-
driver”.  I personally use a 
Garmin Zumo XT that does 
duty on all my bikes and 
worked well in the Bronco 
(no paid endorsement!). 


I can’t stress enough to take 
your time and smell the 
rhododendrons.  Section 
Two for example is 108 
miles.  Count on four or five 
hours of driving, plus stops 

for food, views and a stop at the Elk County Visitor Center.  You will not likely see 
much more than 20 mph except on gravel. 




Good cellphone coverage is surprisingly available throughout the route except for 
deep “hollers”, and the north west corner of the circle is only about five hours from 
the GTA. 


All in all, a very scenic drive and just challenging enough to feel like you’re the real 
driver of your car, not just an occupant! I highly recommend it if you’re in the area 
for any reason.



TAC GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
 April 16, 2025  via Zoom

Called to order 8:00 pm
Present:  Rob M., `Rob J., Nick B., Ingrid B., Graham T., Casper K.

President

Welcome to our new member Casper.

Vice President

 108 members:   8 life, 65 members, 35 family 

Treasurer

RBC         $ 23,817.64
PayPal $          0.00

Competition

Spring Fling April 20, 2025 at Shannonville Motorsport Park
DOCR June
First Road Race May 10
Drifting May 3 and 4 at Shannonville Motorsport Park
First Rally Cross Event Saturday May 10, 2025 
Rally Cross PMSC
MLRC putting on two rally sprint events

Social

Looking for a new social director.
BBQ at Mosport in July

Old Business  - none

New Business  - none

Items for Sale  - none

Items Wanted - none

Loonies in the Bus - on hold until we meet again

Meeting adjourned 8:43 pm Minutes by Ingrid



Toronto Autosport Club -  Executive Zoom Call Meeting Minutes 
May 7, 2025

Call time: 8:12 pm   via   ZOOM

Participants: Gary, Graham & Ingrid

President:

We have 638 followers on Facebook.

Membership:

No update 

Treasurer:

No update

Competition:

Road racing season starts this weekend, BEMC kick it off
Graham attempting to do time keeping and scoring to practice for upcoming events
Rally cross season starts Saturday, May 24
Planning to have the TAC car ready to rent for the first event
Rally Sprint planning on having two events this season
Discover Ontario Car Rally on June 21/25
Time Attack entry numbers are down.
Next Time Attack event at GP track on May 31/Jun1
then Shannonville on July 13
and then GP track on Aug 2/3. School and lapping on Saturday, Race event on Sunday

Social:

In need of a social director
BBQ at Mosport July 13, 2025

Old Business  - none

New Business - none

Adjourned at 8:40 pm Minutes by I. Beck



Attention Proud TAC Members! 
 

Now you can buy clothes and more with the TAC logo 
on it, through the Toronto Autosport Clubʼs online store 

(a partnership with Café Press.com). 
 

Choose from a large selection of shirts, jackets, mugs, 
bags, even games and toys!  Almost anything that  

Café Press sells, they will sell with the TAC logo on. 
 

Visit the store at    
http://www.cafepress.com/torontoautosportclubgear 

 



  New Members – Single or Family $40 
  Renewal Members – Single or Family $30 or $25 Early

(You may PAY ON-LINE or by Cash or Cheque; Please see below…)

Membership Application 
Mail:       148 Tamarack Drive,
              Thornhill, Ontario, L3T 4X4
Email: registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca

• TAC Membership includes CASC-OR (Race, Solo) & RSO (Rally) affiliation for the year
• Family rate is limited to family members domiciled at the same mailing address.
• Renewals : Indicate membership number [#    ] (if known) 
• Assigned membership numbers will be reserved until February 1st.
• All memberships and affiliations expire December 31. 
• Please be aware that membership data may be shared with CASC-OR and/or Rallysport Ontario.

Date__________________________
1st Member ________________________________[#        ]   email _________________________
Address _____________________________________ Home Phone (_____)_____________

_____________________________________ Bus. Phone (_____)_____________
Province     ___________________      Postal Code _______________
2nd (Family) Member ______________________ [#        ]   email ________________________
3rd Family Member ______________________ [#        ]   email ________________________
4th Family Member ______________________ [#        ]   email ________________________
5th Family Member ______________________ [#        ]   email ________________________
PAYMENT METHOD:

 Cash  Cheque #______  PayPal  Other TOTAL $: ________
To pay by PAYPAL/Credit Card, please visit the Club website at: www.torontoautosportclub.ca. 
This Application Form must also be filled out and submitted so we have your information. 
You should begin receiving the FIFTH GEAR newsletter by email within 2 months. 
FIFTH GEAR is also available on the website.      

TAC works only because volunteers make autosport happen!  
So that we know your interests (and where you can help out) and can therefore plan the right mix of events – 

please complete the information checklists below …

 TimeAttack (Solo 1)  Solo (1/2) organizer / worker 
 Autoslalom (Solo 2)  Road Rally/Ralliette organizer
 Navigational rallying  Contract Rally organizer
 Performance rallying  Rally Checkpoint/Green-crew
 Road racing  Social Event Organizer
 Vintage Racing  Ice race organizer / worker
 Ice racing  Event timing / scoring
 Karting  Performance Rally organizer v10.6 Jan 22

Please indicate three areas that you can help 
with this year :

Please indicate your autosport interests 
for the coming year :




