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T o r o n t o  A u t o s p o r t  C l u b
2025 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT Rob McAuley president@torontoautosportclub.ca
VICE-PRESIDENT Gary Vernon vicepresidentmail@mailtorontoautosportclubmail.ca
TREASURER Brooke Jacobs treasurer@torontoautosportclub.ca
SECRETARY Ingrid Beck secretary@torontoautosportclub.ca
COMPETITION DIRECTOR Graham Tulett competitiondirector@torontoautosportclub.ca
SOCIAL DIRECTOR (open position) social@torontoautosportclub.ca

2025 COMPETITION COORDINATORS 
ICE RACING Graham Tulett
TIMEATTACK /SOLO-I Gary Vernon
AUTOSLALOM /SOLO-II Keith Hui

2025 COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES 
RALLYSPORT ONTARIO Graham Tulett competitiondirector@torontoautosportclub.ca
MEMBERSHIP Claire Jacobs registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca
WEBMASTER Brooke Jacobs brookemail@maillbrooke.net

Club Mailing Address:  148 Tamarack Drive, Thornhill ON, L3T 4X4

The  TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO Incorporated, (known as the “Toronto Autosport Club”) is a general 
interest motorsport club involved in rallying, Solo I, Solo II, ice racing, road racing and social events. Club Meetings are 
held on the third Wednesday of each month (except August & December) at 8:00 p.m. (currently via ZOOM online). 

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME ! 
FIFTH GEAR is the monthly publication of the Toronto Autosport Club. Articles concerning Club members’ activities 
are of special interest and members are encouraged to submit their writings to any member of the Executive or 
send them to the Editorial Offices. Past issues of FIFTH GEAR are posted for viewing on the club website.
FIFTH GEAR is normally published on the second Wednesday of each month. Certain scheduling changes may be 
made to accommodate major motorsport events which are of interest to the members.
DISCLAIMER  
Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are for entertainment purposes, are those of the individual writers 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions and views of the TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO, its 
Executive members, or affiliated governing bodies such as CASC-OR, CARS, RSO, or the ASN (Canada) FIA.
FIFTH GEAR Editors: Nick Beck

280 Ridgefield Cres., Maple, Ontario  L6A 1J6
Editorial: phone: (905) 832-8012 
Email:  mfifthgearmail@torontoautosportclubmail.cam

Please contact the Executive member(s) directly or through the Club Address listed above, for matters 
not pertaining to FIFTH GEAR. 
Advertising rates (per year) : $150/full page;  $75/half page; $25/business card size

Toronto Autosport Club is proud to be affiliated with the following sanctioning bodies:



First Lady Sue and I returned to 
Montreal for the Canadian GP F1 race 
for the first time since Jenson Button 
beat out Sebastian Vettel in the 
pouring rain. Those were glory days, 
as Sue had been able to score 
sponsor tickets from SAP.  This year, 
we tried to get tickets when they first 
went on sale to the public but all the 
good seats in our favourite grandstand, 
above turns 1 and 2 were pretty much 
sold out. 

Then we discovered a new seating 
area - the CGV Terrace. We’d seen 
terrace seats on TV at Mexico and 
other venues, and although they were 
at track level (not so great for viewing), 
they had nice seats and table service. 
 They were however, general 
admission for all sitting in the area 
(and twice the price of the grandstand 
behind). 
We grabbed 2 tickets.

Next you need accommodation. 
AirBnB had nothing downtown in 
anybody’s price range, and hotels 
were equally outrageous.  We found 
on “hotel” that looked more reasonable 
than the others, and it was also listed 
on AirBnB showing vacancy on the F1 
weekend.  We quickly got a note off to 
them. They were not yet taking 
reservations for 2025, but would let us 
know as soon as they were. I sent 

them a reminder at the end of 2024, 
and of course, they were fully booked.

They explained that there were only 2 
rooms, and the same group of guys 
booked both - and have for the past 9 
years.  They did however have an 
“alley-view” room that they could give 
us for $250/night. We grabbed it. 
 Alley-view was a bit of an 
overstatement. But the bed was 
comfortable, and the halfsize 
washroom was adequate (at least for 
me).

Friday was practice for the F1 cars and 
practice/qualifying for the F1 Academy 
& Porsche Cup support races. We 
planned a route via Uber, Subway & 
Bus to the track. Given our seats in the 
Turn1/2 area, we could enter the track 
via a rear entrance from the South 
Shore and avoid the chaos coming in 
from the main subway entrance and 
the 45 minute walk to the track. 

Our hotel was a 10 minute Uber ride to 
the main station, where we could grab 
the Metro beyond the main stop and 
grab a bus on the south shore to our 
entrance. We grabbed Zone A 
(Montreal) Metro tickets and jumped 
on the subway. We arrived at the 
South Shore stop, and it was a zoo! 
People and queues everywhere. We 
joined a queue for what we thought 
was the bus we needed to take, but it 

From The President’s Desk

Click Here for link to TAC ZOOM Meeting 3rd Wednesday Monthly 8pm

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86129616609?pwd=UxsCRKHsCbAEKceagMMQoHP7cbvEoe.1


TAC 2025 EVENTS CALENDAR
Date ClubCategory Event Description

June  2025
ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM TACMeeting18

Discover Ontario Car Rally  - See Flyer- TACRally-ORRC21

Rallye Auto International Baie des Chaleurs, New Richmond, PQ CRABRally-CRC27-29

July  2025
PMSC Rallycross #3 PMSCRallycross5

KWRC Rallycross #3 KWRCRallyCross12

TAC at CTMP Chevrolet GP ; IMSA Weathertech; FAMOUS TAC  BBQ TACSocial13

ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM TACMeeting16

Canadian Touring Trophy Races,  CTMP (Mosport) BARC-OCRegional Race26-27

August  2025
Ontario Time Attack School #3 / Event #3 CTMP-GP TrackTimeAttack2-3

OPRC - Black Bear Rally MLRCRally-OPRC9

KWRC Rallycross #4 KWRCRallyCross16

Calabogie Summer Classic Races, CMP-Calabogie OSCCRegional Race22-24

PMSC Rallycross #4 PMSCRallycross23

Ontario Time Attack Event #4,5 CTMP DDT 2 Kink/ 1 Kink tracksTimeAttack23-24

September  2025
Rallye Défi  Petite Nation Montpellier PQ CADORally-CRC/OPRC5-7

ORSC MLRC Rally Sprint MLRCRallySprint13

ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM TACMeeting17

KWRC Rallycross #5 KWRCRallyCross20

Late Summer Trophy Races, CTMP (Mosport) BEMCRegional Race21-22

More events to appear as 2025 Schedules are released.

For more information on any event, please contact the organizing club or sanctioning body directly.



turned out to be the queue for the 
ticket counter. Of course they 
explained that our Metro pass was only 
good for the city - not the South Shore. 
We had to purchase an additional 
ticket to take the bus we needed. 
Having done that, we headed to our 
gate. We had missed the bus by 4 
minutes, and had to wait 26 minutes 
for the next one. Luckily it was Friday, 
and we had time to sort things out.

Jumping off the bus, we joined another 
queue. It turns out that we have to 
cross a lift bridge that goes over a lock 
in the canal. The lift bridge was up, 
letting a freighter through. We waited 
20 minutes for it to come back down. 
This must be a regular occurrence, as 
it was up 3 of the 6 times we crossed. 
One time, we missed our pre-booked 
Uber ride (we had given up on the 
Metro when we found we could just 
Uber from our hotel to this entrance). 
The bridge was up and we were 15 
minutes late for our pickup. 

The lesson? This entrance works well 
if you are sitting in the Turn 1-2 area of 
the track. Prebook an Uber, but give 
yourself lots of extra time to get in or 
out!

Once in, our terrace was a great spot 
to watch from. There are fantastic 
seats that would only be available to 
those that can run the fastest to get 
them, but any seat is still good. We sat 
8 to a table, but most days there were 
only 6 people. The chairs are very 

comfortable - much better than the 
bleachers around us. There was a TV 
camera that somewhat blocked our 
view. We could see the entrance to 
turns 1 & 2, then the run down the 
straight after turn 2. We had a great 
view of the big screen TV, and even 
right down the pit exit. 

Martin Brundle always reports from 1 
corner during Free Practice 2, he did 
so right in front of us. He gave us a 
wave when we yelled to him.

Lewis Hamilton gave a wave to the 
crowd the first time he came out on to 
the track in his Ferrari.

Shout out to former TAC member 
Marco Cirone, who ran in the IMSA 
Porsche Cup support race. Those guys 
had a blast. They were the loudest 
cars on the track, and took the curbs 
like former time attack pros!

We got to boo the people in the 
Paddock Club trucks. Sue was 
embarrassed for them, but I said i 
wouldn’t mind being on one of them. 
I’d moon the crowd.

I had heard that Sky F1 and the 
trackside F1TV broadcasts were 
available on UHF if you had the right 
radio. After some investigation, we 
picked up a Uniden Bearcat 125AT at 
Radioworld on Thursday. People had 
posted the frequencies on Reddit, so I 
spent Friday trying to get the unit set 
up. When we bought it, the Radioworld 



Discover Ontario
Car Rally

Beginner Friendly

Saturday, June 21
Starts in Caledonia

Details at
www.brooke.net/docr

TAC Presents the



rep apologized that the guy who does 
the programming was off that day. I had 
full confidence that I could figure it out 
from the manual and reading on-line. 

After mucking with it for most of the day 
on Friday, I called Radioworld from the 
track. The expert was in! I explained 
what I was trying to do. “Well most 
people just read the manual.” he 
explained. I pleaded with him. He did 
give me a couple of hints, and we got 
things working well. We found the Sky 
F1 broadcast channel, as well as the 
Sky F1 director’s feed. It was 
interesting to hear the show come 
together:  “Where’s Niko (Rosberg)?” 
“We will start without him if he’s not 
here!”  “Crofty: You have 5 seconds for 
the intro.”

We brought binoculars. In the past, 
they were needed to see the TV 
nearest us. They have definitely 
upgraded the screens. They were 
huge! Next time we will travel lighter.

We were able to bring any food we 
wanted into our seating area. Sue 
packed a great picnic lunch for Friday. 
The track food was excellent - poke 
bowls (tuna, salmon & Mexican). $30 
burgers and poutine made with tater 
tots. $6.50 for a Coke works out to $10 
with tax 7 tip. 

We had fun talking to the people at our 
table. 3 brothers from Boston on one 
day, 2 buddies from Jersey, a South 
African MD working in Canada, and a 
couple from Oakville on race day.

On Saturday morning, I did the 45 
minute walk down to the Fan Zone to 
find and Oscar Piastri polo shirt. They 
had none at the F1 shop in our area, 
but the individual team shops were that 
far away. By the time I got there, they 
only had Lando merch available - and 
this was before qualifying!  Oscar is a 
hot property.

The race was a blast to watch. Spoiler! 
Lando tried his kamikaze move on 
Oscar and crashed his car - coming to 
a stop right in front of us.  What a great 
end to the weekend!

Now coming up:

Our Discover Ontario Rally on June 
21. Drive the best roads that Ontario 
has to offer with Brooke, Kim and 
Claire’s fun run. Rookies welcome!

And on the July 11-13 weekend is our 
TAC Picnic at the Canadian Tire 
Motorsport Park. Our corral will be up 
at the top of turn 2, with the picnic on 
Sunday. Please email me at 
president@torontoautosportclub.ca to 
let me know if you can come, and how 
many friends you will be bringing! See 
the flyer in this issue for more details. It 
is a blast watching 4 classes of cars 
running at the same time from the best 
vantage point on the track!

Rob McAuley
TAC President 



Come see the 2025 CHEVROLET GRAND PRIX at CTMP! 
July 11-13  and TAC’s Famous BBQ on Sunday 13th 

	

 
	
This is Mosport’s biggest weekend, and TAC will be back in their usual corral (infield, on hill between 
turns 2-3) with another amazing barbecue (Sunday) – included in the price of admission!    
Family & friends are invited. 
 
Featured races include: 

• IMSA Weathertech Sportscar Championship 
with LMP2, GTD Pro, GTD Classes 

• IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge 
• IMSA VP Racing Sportscar Challenge 
• Whelen Mazda MX-5 Cup 
• And more 

July 11-13 (TAC BBQ on Sunday 13th Only) 
Tickets - $40 for members, $50 for guests 

 

Please RSVP to president@torontoautosportclub.ca 
 

Note: only current TAC members with ID are able to pick up tickets for you and your friends,  
at main entrance/Registration building, before entering. Best to all arrive together. 

mailto:president@torontoautosportclub.ca




Waiting to get our bags searched

Picnic and gear - ready for action!

Martin Brundle from Sky F1  
does trackside analysis at turn 2.

Waiting for the gates to open on Sunday.  
Wanted a Piastri shirt, but they were all sold 
out!  Had to settle for Lando.

Listening to the Sky F1 coverage

The aftermath. We sat in the terrace area below.  It was 
very nice having tables, decent chairs, and table service!  

From The President’s Camera



Boos from the grandstands means that 
the Paddock Club folks are driving by.

The CGV Terrace: Much more comfortable than the grandstands, but sightlines are not as good.

Porsche Cup Action!

Ex-TAC member Marco Cirone was driving in 
the IMSA Porsche Cup race

F1 Academy- an all girls series - had 3 Safety 
Car periods. The cars are so closely matched, 
you have to take chances and hope that the 
other driver will give you room.

ON THE COVER
Great view of the huge TV 
when the action is on the 

other side of the track

Lando hits the wall and abandons his car near us

Gates are open! 
Wander over to the podium. 
Run or get trampled.



TAC GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
 May 21, 2025  via Zoom

Called to order 8:00 pm
Present:  Rob J., Nick B., Ingrid B., Graham T., Keith

President

Vice President

 114 members:   8 life, 71 members, 35 family 

Treasurer

RBC         $  23,654.19
PayPal $         47.64

Competition

Next event first PMSC RallyCross this Saturday at Free Flow MX Park, Graham will be testing the TAC 
car.

DOCR June 21, 2025

Social

Looking for a new social director.
BBQ at Mosport in July 

Old Business  - none

New Business  - none

Items for Sale  - none

Items Wanted - none

Loonies in the Bus - on hold until we meet again

Meeting adjourned 8:55 pm Minutes by Ingrid



!   New Members ! – Single or Family $40 
!   Renewal Members ! – Single or Family $30 or $25 Early

(You may PAY ON-LINE or by Cash or Cheque; Please see below…)

Membership Application 
! Mail:!      148 Tamarack Drive,
! !              Thornhill, Ontario, L3T 4X4
! Email:! registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca

!•!TAC Membership includes CASC-OR (Race, Solo) & RSO (Rally) affiliation for the year
!• !Family rate is limited to family members domiciled at the same mailing address.
!• !Renewals : Indicate membership number [#    ] (if known) 
!• !Assigned membership numbers will be reserved until February 1st.
!• !All memberships and affiliations expire December 31. 
!• !Please be aware that membership data may be shared with CASC-OR and/or Rallysport Ontario.

!Date__________________________

1st Member!________________________________[#        ]   email _________________________
Address! _____________________________________ ! Home Phone!(_____)_____________

! _____________________________________! Bus. Phone! (_____)_____________
Province     ___________________      Postal Code _______________

2nd (Family) Member! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________
3rd Family Member ! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________

4th Family Member ! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________
5th Family Member! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________

PAYMENT METHOD:

 Cash !  Cheque #______!  PayPal !  Other! TOTAL $: ________
To pay by PAYPAL/Credit Card, please visit the Club website at: www.torontoautosportclub.ca. 
This Application Form must also be filled out and submitted so we have your information. 
You should begin receiving the FIFTH GEAR newsletter by email within 2 months. 
FIFTH GEAR is also available on the website.      

TAC works only because volunteers make autosport happen!  
So that we know your interests (and where you can help out) and can therefore plan the right mix of events – 

please complete the information checklists below …
!
!

 TimeAttack (Solo 1)!  Solo (1/2) organizer / worker 
 Autoslalom (Solo 2)!  Road Rally/Ralliette organizer
 Navigational rallying!  Contract Rally organizer
 Performance rallying!  Rally Checkpoint/Green-crew
 Road racing!  Social Event Organizer
 Vintage Racing!  Ice race organizer / worker
 Ice racing!  Event timing / scoring
 Karting!  Performance Rally organizer v10.6 Jan 22

Please indicate three areas that you can help 
with this year :

Please indicate your autosport interests 
for the coming year :

http://www.casc.on.ca/clubs.php
http://www.torontoautosportclub.ca
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