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T o r o n t o  A u t o s p o r t  C l u b
2025 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT Rob McAuley president@torontoautosportclub.ca
VICE-PRESIDENT Gary Vernon vicepresidentmail@mailtorontoautosportclubmail.ca
TREASURER Brooke Jacobs treasurer@torontoautosportclub.ca
SECRETARY Ingrid Beck secretary@torontoautosportclub.ca
COMPETITION DIRECTOR Graham Tulett competitiondirector@torontoautosportclub.ca
SOCIAL DIRECTOR (open position) social@torontoautosportclub.ca

2025 COMPETITION COORDINATORS 
ICE RACING Graham Tulett
TIMEATTACK /SOLO-I Gary Vernon
AUTOSLALOM /SOLO-II Keith Hui

2025 COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES 
RALLYSPORT ONTARIO Graham Tulett competitiondirector@torontoautosportclub.ca
MEMBERSHIP Claire Jacobs registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca
WEBMASTER Brooke Jacobs brookemail@maillbrooke.net

Club Mailing Address:  148 Tamarack Drive, Thornhill ON, L3T 4X4

The  TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO Incorporated, (known as the “Toronto Autosport Club”) is a general 
interest motorsport club involved in rallying, Solo I, Solo II, ice racing, road racing and social events. Club Meetings are 
held on the third Wednesday of each month (except August & December) at 8:00 p.m. (currently via ZOOM online). 

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME ! 
FIFTH GEAR is the monthly publication of the Toronto Autosport Club. Articles concerning Club members’ activities 
are of special interest and members are encouraged to submit their writings to any member of the Executive or 
send them to the Editorial Offices. Past issues of FIFTH GEAR are posted for viewing on the club website.
FIFTH GEAR is normally published on the second Wednesday of each month. Certain scheduling changes may be 
made to accommodate major motorsport events which are of interest to the members.
DISCLAIMER  
Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are for entertainment purposes, are those of the individual writers 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions and views of the TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO, its 
Executive members, or affiliated governing bodies such as CASC-OR, CARS, RSO, or the ASN (Canada) FIA.
FIFTH GEAR Editors: Nick Beck

280 Ridgefield Cres., Maple, Ontario  L6A 1J6
Editorial: phone: (905) 832-8012 
Email:  mfifthgearmail@torontoautosportclubmail.cam

Please contact the Executive member(s) directly or through the Club Address listed above, for matters 
not pertaining to FIFTH GEAR. 
Advertising rates (per year) : $150/full page;  $75/half page; $25/business card size

Toronto Autosport Club is proud to be affiliated with the following sanctioning bodies:



Egads. The CNE has started up, and 
TIFF plans are coming together.  That 
means summer is wrapping up.

We are already making plans for the fall, 
with various rallies taking place. Past-
Treasurer Rita will organize for the Zonta 
group, and we are hoping to “borrow” one 
of Rita’s old rallies for a TAC social event!  
Watch this space for more details.

Something some may want to consider is 
sim-racing.  Wife-Sue got me an hour at 
HIP Motorsports in Ajax for a birthday 
present, and I was able to get out there 
recently. I had never really done any sim 
racing before, but I know lots of Time 
Attack folks do this in the off season. If 
you want to push your home computer to 
the max, you need to try this!

I was in for the full-motion experience, 
and was excited to give this a try. When 
we arrived, we were greeted by a fellow 
BMW Club Performance Driving School 
instructor whose first words were “You’ve 
done sim racing before. Right?”

“Um. No.” I replied.

“You may want to take some Gravol”

“I’ll be okay. I never need it when I riding 
with others, so I should be fine.”

He gave us a quick tour. The first room 
contained 8 full setups, each with a racing 
bucket, 3 screens and full controls. The 
next room had a couple of D-BOX units 
with seats that vibrate and move. But Sue 
had booked the top of the line Pro Racing 
Sim.  This one is in its own room, has 3 
curved monitors, a seat that really is full 
motion, and sits on a track so it can rotate 
a full 360 degrees.

I was talking to our guide, and mentioned 
that I’d just listed to an F1 podcast with 
Anthony Davidson, who works with the 
simulator team at Mercedes. He was 
saying that the biggest problem with 
simulators is that, while they can simulate 
roll and yaw in one direction, they can 
never do it over an entire circuit track. You 
may lean to the right, but then you have to 
lean back to the left before you can go 
further to the right. Our guide says “…until 
now.” 

This Pro Sim will keep turning all the way 
around the simulated track.

Time to climb aboard.  Get in, Strap on 
the 5 point harness and initialize. He 
recommends Mosport, driving a BRZ. Not 
bad. A track I’m familiar with and a car 
with similar characteristics to my last race 
car - The E36 BMW 328is. He dummied 
down all the settings, and added a 
graphic to show me the line that changed 

From The President’s Desk

Click Here for link to TAC ZOOM Meeting 3rd Wednesday Monthly 8pm

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86129616609?pwd=UxsCRKHsCbAEKceagMMQoHP7cbvEoe.1


colour to let me know to go faster or 
slower.

Let’s go!  The seat rose up almost two 
feet, the seat was shaking with the 
rumble of the car, and we were off! It was 
very easy to get comfortable with the 
controls, though I missed the subtle play 
of the brake pedal. There was no travel in 
the pedal so that was a bit of a 
distraction. 

But after a couple of laps, it was time for 
a fast run. My time was somewhere 
between my best in my old 328is street 
car and my race car, so I was pretty 
satisfied. 

I relaxed and did a cool-down lap, 
realized I was dripping with sweat, and 
looked around the room and checked out 
the assembly I was strapped into. 

I immediately felt nauseous.

Time to get back into another hot lap.  
No. Bad idea. I needed to get some air 
and clear my head. I wish he had shown 
me the eject button. I waited a bit and our 
host finally came back with a Gravol.

I jumped out, and noticed a few air ducts 
hanging beside the seat. I asked if they 
could be directed at me for my next 
session. “No. They are to cool the 
computer.” Ouch. This is quite the setup.

We sat and chatted for a while. He talked 
about various corporate events that he 
had hosted, including one sponsored by a 
US rolling road wind-tunnel manufacturer. 
They had invited Ferrari, Williams, and 
some other F1 teams for a conference. 
Their wind tunnel designers went through 

a day of presentations and technical 
workshops, then ended the session all 
racing each other on the sims. I would 
have paid big bucks to sit in on that!

“Are you ready to jump back in?”

“Yes, but I want to try an F1 car.”

“No. You’ll just keep crashing. How about 
a Radical running at Spa?”

"Let’s do it!”

He explained how the aero worked in the 
fast corners, set the controls to “simple” 
and away I went. 

The Gravol was good for about 3 laps, 
then I was done.  It was a blast doing Eau 
Rouge at speed but I wish I’d done this 
track after watching the F1 race and 
knew the track better. It’s tough learning a 
new track when your head is spinning 
and you’re in a strange car.

On the way out, we walked through the 
room with the 8 simulators. A father, son 
and daughter were racing at Limerock, 
and having a blast. 

In all, our 1 hour booking had given me 
lots of in-car time and a great session at 
the facility. We were there for almost 2 
hours. Luckily nobody else had booked 
the Pro Sim so I got more than my hour’s 
worth. I’m sure I could have done more if 
I had drugged up prior to arriving.

Hopefully there will be a next time!

Rob McAuley
TAC President



TAC 2025 EVENTS CALENDAR 
DATE     CATEGORY.                      EVENT DESCRIPTION CLUB

AUGUST 
2-3	 TimeAttack	 OTA School #3 / Event #4 CTMP-GP Track	  

9	 Rally-OPRC	 OPRC - Black Bear Rally	 MLRC 

16	 RallyCross	 KWRC Rallycross #4	 KWRC 

22-24	 Regional Race	 Calabogie Summer Classic Races, CMP-Calabogie	 OSCC 

23	 TimeAttack	 Ontario Time Attack Event #5, CTMP DDT Kink 

23	 Rallycross	 PMSC Rallycross #4	 PMSC 

SEPTEMBER 
5-7	 Rally-CRC/OPRC	 Rallye Défi  Petite Nation Montpellier PQ	 CADO 

13	 RallySprint	 ORSC MLRC Rally Sprint	 MLRC 

17	 Meeting	 ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM	 TAC 

20	 RallyCross	 KWRC Rallycross #5	 KWRC 

21-22	 Regional Race	 Late Summer Trophy Races, CTMP (Mosport)	 BEMC 

27	 Rallycross	 PMSC Rallycross #5	 PMSC 

OCTOBER 
4	 Rally-ORRC	 ORRC  / SNATR - Automapic Rally 	 KWRC 

15	 Meeting	 ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM	 TAC 

31-2	 Rally-CRC	 Rallye de Charelvoix, La Malbaie, PQ	 CRDC 

NOVEMBER 
8	 Rally-SNATR	 SNATR- #6 Saturday Night at the Rallies	 KWRC 

19	 Meeting	 TAC Club Meeting, AGM & Elections,  	 	 	 	

	 	 ONLINE by ZOOM, 8pm see Notice	 TAC 

21-22	 Rally-CRC/OPRC	 Rally of the Tall Pines, Bancroft, ON	 MLRC 

DECEMBER 
5-7	 Rally-CRC	 Big White Winter Rally, Kelowna BC	 WCRA 

More events to appear as 2025 Schedules are released. 
For more information, contact the organizing club or sanctioning body directly.





!   New Members ! – Single or Family $40 
!   Renewal Members ! – Single or Family $30 or $25 Early

(You may PAY ON-LINE or by Cash or Cheque; Please see below…)

Membership Application 
! Mail:!      148 Tamarack Drive,
! !              Thornhill, Ontario, L3T 4X4
! Email:! registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca

!•!TAC Membership includes CASC-OR (Race, Solo) & RSO (Rally) affiliation for the year
!• !Family rate is limited to family members domiciled at the same mailing address.
!• !Renewals : Indicate membership number [#    ] (if known) 
!• !Assigned membership numbers will be reserved until February 1st.
!• !All memberships and affiliations expire December 31. 
!• !Please be aware that membership data may be shared with CASC-OR and/or Rallysport Ontario.

!Date__________________________

1st Member!________________________________[#        ]   email _________________________
Address! _____________________________________ ! Home Phone!(_____)_____________

! _____________________________________! Bus. Phone! (_____)_____________
Province     ___________________      Postal Code _______________

2nd (Family) Member! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________
3rd Family Member ! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________

4th Family Member ! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________
5th Family Member! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________

PAYMENT METHOD:

 Cash !  Cheque #______!  PayPal !  Other! TOTAL $: ________
To pay by PAYPAL/Credit Card, please visit the Club website at: www.torontoautosportclub.ca. 
This Application Form must also be filled out and submitted so we have your information. 
You should begin receiving the FIFTH GEAR newsletter by email within 2 months. 
FIFTH GEAR is also available on the website.      

TAC works only because volunteers make autosport happen!  
So that we know your interests (and where you can help out) and can therefore plan the right mix of events – 

please complete the information checklists below …
!
!

 TimeAttack (Solo 1)!  Solo (1/2) organizer / worker 
 Autoslalom (Solo 2)!  Road Rally/Ralliette organizer
 Navigational rallying!  Contract Rally organizer
 Performance rallying!  Rally Checkpoint/Green-crew
 Road racing!  Social Event Organizer
 Vintage Racing!  Ice race organizer / worker
 Ice racing!  Event timing / scoring
 Karting!  Performance Rally organizer v10.6 Jan 22

Please indicate three areas that you can help 
with this year :

Please indicate your autosport interests 
for the coming year :

http://www.casc.on.ca/clubs.php
http://www.torontoautosportclub.ca
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