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T o r o n t o  A u t o s p o r t  C l u b
2010  EXECUTIVE:

PRESIDENT:! Dietmar Seelenmayer!(416) 250-7082! mdietmar.smail@mailsympatico.ca
VICE-PRESIDENT:! Andrew Kinal! (519) 315-0082! vicepresidentmail@mailtorontoautosportclubmail.ca
TREASURER:! Rita Moore! !
SECRETARY:! Graham Tulett! ! msecretarymail@mailtorontoautosportclubmail.ca
COMPETITION DIRECTOR:!(open position)!
SOCIAL DIRECTOR:! (open position)!

2010 COMPETITION CO-ORDINATORS:
SOLOSPRINT /SOLO-I! Al Ribeiro! ! alrib8@gmail.com
AUTOSLALOM /SOLO-II! (open position)

2010 COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES:
RALLYSPORT ONTARIO:! Paul Moore ! (905)-898-7483
SOLO I:!
MEMBERSHIP:! Andrew Kinal! (519) 315-0082! mregistrarail@ailtorontoautosportclubmail.ca
WEBMASTER:! Brooke Jacobs! (905) 764-1833! brookeail@ailbrooke.net

Club Mailing Address:  14 Princess Anne Crescent, Etobicoke, Ont M9A 2P1
The  TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO Incorporated, (known as the “Toronto Autosport Club”) is a 
general interest motorsport club involved in rallying, Solo I, Solo II, ice racing, road racing and social events. Club 
Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month (except August & December) at 8:00 p.m. at the Fox and 
Fiddle: 1285 Finch Avenue West, one block east of Keele…

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME !
FIFTH GEAR is the monthly publication of the Toronto Autosport Club. Articles concerning Club membersʼ activities 
are of special interest and members are encouraged to submit their writings to any member of the Executive or 
send them to the Editorial Offices.
FIFTH GEAR is normally published on the Tuesday preceding the second Wednesday of each month. Certain 
scheduling changes will be made to accommodate major motorsport events which are of interest to the members.
DISCLAIMER
Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are for entertainment purposes, are those of the individual writers 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions and views of the TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO, its 
Executive members, or affiliated governing bodies such as CASC-OR, CARS, RSO, or the ASN (Canada) FIA.
FIFTH GEAR Editors:! Nick & Ingrid Beck
! 280 Ridgefield Cres., Maple, Ontario  L6A 1J6
! Editorial: phone: (905) 832-8012 
! Email:  mfifthgearmail@torontoautosportclubmail.cam
Please contact the Executive member(s) directly or through the Club  Address listed above, for matters not 
pertaining to FIFTH GEAR. 
Advertising rates (per year) : ! $150/full page;!  $75/half page; !$25/business card size

Toronto Autosport Club is proud to be affiliated with the following sanctioning bodies:



Here is the report for August. 
Remember there is no meeting this month.

The Infinite Monkeys Rally is 
running on Saturday August 14. It is the 
next regional event but also caters to 
beginners, a good follow-up to the fun 
rally we had last month, with serious 
instructions. Organizers are Paul and Rita 
Moore. Contact Rita at orrc@ca.inter.net. 
A flyer is in this issue.

TAC is having a get together at the 
ALMS weekend at Mosport, Sunday 
August 29. This year there will be a pot 
luck type of lunch. Plan is to have a BBQ 
and have people bring the rest of the food. 
We have an offer for some Croatian food. 
Ingrid Beck is coordinating your donations 
to the food items. Contact her at 
ibeck@ca.inter.net. TAC will give a $20 
refund to members that come to the event. 
This will be given when you come to the 
BBQ. We plan to be in the area between 
turns 2 and 3 in the infield. We will set up 

one or more TAC flags to identify where 
we are. The actual BBQ will be in the area 
also. I will send an email to all members 
with this arrangement information. Please 
let me know that you are planning to come 
to make sure we have enough food.

We have 2 contract rallies coming 
up. The fee we charge for these events 
help pay for social events such as the 
ALMS BBQ and the Christmas party. 
The Guru Nanak event is on September 
26, starting from the Brampton 
Hospital. Then the Zonta rally is on 
October 16. Both groups use these 
events to raise money for Charity.

This month there is no general 
meeting. We are in the process of 
finding an alternate location and will 
advise next month.

 
Dietmar

From The President’s Desk

REMINDER

There is No TAC club meeting in August.
See you at the ALMS this month instead !



DATES CATEGORY EVENT/LOCATION ORGANIZING CLUB

August	  2010 August 2010

14 ORRC Infinite	  Monkeys	  Rally	  (ORRC)	  Newmarket TAC	  ☞
18 Rally-‐Club	  Level Open	  Roads	  Rally	  Series	  Event,	  Ottawa MCO
21 Club KWRC	  SNATR	  #4 KWRC
21 SoloSprint Solosprint	  Lapping	  ;	  Mosport SPDA
22 INDY Infineon	  Raceway
22 SoloSprint SoloSprint	  Event	  #6;	  Mosport	   SPDA

27-‐28 Grand-‐Am Circuit	  Gilles	  Villeneuve
28 INDY Chicagoland	  Speedway

28-‐29 ALMS TAC	  Get-‐Together	  	  &	  Lunch	  for	  	  MOSPORT	  ALMS	   TAC☞
29 F1 BELGIAN	  Grand	  Prix,	  Spa-‐Francorchamps

September	  2010 September 2010

4 INDY Kentucky	  Speedway
4-‐5 Regional	  Race BARC	  Labour	  Day	  Weekend,	  	  Mosport BARC-‐OC
10-‐11 CRC Rallye	  Defi,	  Ste	  Agathe CASDI
11-‐12 Grand-‐Am Miller	  Motorsports	  Park,	  Tooele	  UT
11 SoloSprint SoloSprint	  Event	  #7	  ;	  Shannonville	  Fabi	  Track HADA
12 F1 ITALIAN	  	  Grand	  Prix,	  Monza
12 SoloSprint SoloSprint	  Event	  #8	  ;	  Shannonville	  Long	  Track HADA
15 Meeting TAC	  Monthly	  Club	  Meeting,	  Fox	  &	  Fiddle	  Rest.	  (Finch	  W) TAC☞

18-‐19 Regional	  Race BEMC	  Indian	  Summer	  Trophy	  ,	  Mosport BEMC
19 INDY Twin	  Ring	  Motegi
26 Club MLRC	  RallyCross MLRC
26 F1 Singapore	  Grand	  Prix	  

October	  2010 October 2010

1-‐2 CRC Pacific	  Forest	  Rally,	  Merritt WCRA
2 INDY Homestead-‐Miami	  Speedway
2-‐3 Regional	  Race Celebration	  of	  Motorsport	  ,	  	  Mosport
4\3 F1 JAPANESE	  Grand	  Prix,	  Fuji
16 Work	  day	  for	  Tall	  Pines	  Rally MLRC
17 Club MLRC	  RallyCross MLRC
17 F1 KOREAN	  Grand	  Prix	  
20 Meeting TAC	  Monthly	  Club	  Meeting,	  Fox	  &	  Fiddle	  Rest.	  (Finch	  W) TAC☞
23 ORRC President's	  Prize	  Rally	  (ORRC) PMSC	  
26 RSO RSO	  Calendar	  Meeting 	  RSO
31 F1 ABU	  DHABI	  Grand	  Prix

November	  2010 November 2010

6 ORRC Open	  Road	  Rally	  (ORRC) MCO
13 SoloSprint SolosprintBanquet	  ;	  Location	  TBA CASC-‐OR
13 Awards/Dinner CASC	  Ontario	  Region	  Awards	  Gala CASC-‐OR
14 F1 BRAZILIAN	  Grand	  Prix,	  Interlagos

TAC Events Calendar 2010

ORRC : Ontario Road Rally Cup CLUB : Non-Status Club Event OPRC : Ontario Performance Rally Championship
RSO :  Rally Sport Ontario CARS : Canadian Association of Rally Sport CASC : Canadian Automobile Sport Clubs
IRL:   Indy Racing League CRQ :  Championnat de Rallye Du Quebec ALMS : American LeMans Series

CRC :  Canadian Rally Championship RA :  Rally America







Toronto Autosport Club

Mosport ALMS Weekend
and Lunch

Revised Final Version

An opportunity to see the ALMS racers and have a lunch party with 
other TAC members.

TAC will have an area on the infield between turns 2 and 3. 

Look for TAC flags.

BBQ and a pot luck for lunch on Sunday August 29.

There will be hamburgers and sausages and a special Croatian dish.

TAC members pay the entry for Sunday ($50 - this includes the BBQ) 
and get a $20 refund from the club at the event.

Contact Dietmar Seelenmayer to let me know that you are coming at 
dietmar.s@gmail.com or 647-221-7082. 

We want to be sure that there will be enough food.

Contact Ingrid Beck regarding the pot luck at  ibeck@ca.inter.net







The McAuley family went to Italy to do some sight-seeing and driving the mountain 
passes.  We were going for 2 weeks - the last week in May and the first week in June.  
The price of flights jumped astronomically if we pushed our departure out at all, so our 
dates were firm.  I now believe that the airlines know when the mountain passes open, 
and jack up their prices in anticipation of all the keen drivers that come to visit!

With no internet connection, and no easy way of determining if the various passes 
were open, we headed out on a full day driving adventure during the first week of our 
stay.  As I documented in last month's article, most of the high passes were closed.  We 
(well, I) had fun trying to get around barricades, but we didn't get to drive Stelvio, the 
highest pass in Italy, and featured on BBC's Top Gear.

At the end of our second week, we had one more chance to hit the Alps.  We were 
driving from central Italy back to Munich, where we would spend a couple of days 
before flying home.  According to the GPS Nav, the trip would be about 6 hours via the 
boring Brenner Pass and various motorways.  We'd already driven the Brenner a few 
times during our explorations when we were in a hurry to get where we needed to go, 
so I really didn't want go that way.  A quick check on the now available Internet 
confirmed that the passes were now all open!   I wasn't sure how the family would react 
to another day of driving some twisty roads, so I secretly plotted a couple of different 
routes, and planned on suggesting a picnic in the mountains during the drive.  Luckily, 
Sue brought it up as we were loading the car!

As soon as we turned off the motorway towards the mountains, I noticed many 
more motorcycles, and sportier cars.  Seems others had the same idea as we did!  We 
started a slow climb into the mountains, and hit the Passo del Tonale ski area.  It wasn't 
as busy as it was 2 weeks earlier, but there were still skiers there.  We turned off, as we 
had previously done, for the Passo di Gavia.  This time, the barrier was up.  The road 
was extremely narrow, and we ran into cars a couple of times, where one of us would 
have to wait at a wider part to let the other go by.  Snow at the side of the road was 
taller than the car at some points, so I can see why it would have been closed.  I'd hate 
to be the plow operator up here!

The pass dropped us into Bormio, then it was up to Stelvio.  The view of the road 
ahead was amazing.  49 switchbacks, most of them visible as you climb up a steep, 
narrow valley between 2 peaks.  At one point, we ran into a car coming the opposite 
direction in a very dark tunnel.  We had motorcycles behind us, and the other car had a 
few other cars behind it.  The kid driving looked terrified, so even though we were close 
to his end, I backed up to get out of the tunnel, and let him by.  Sue was screaming as 
we came close to the edge a couple of times.  I swear she almost jumped out of the car, 
but I think the steep drop kept her inside.  As we retried the tunnel, another car came 
along - this time not as large, so we were able to pull over far enough to let it by with 
about a centimetre to spare.  We hustled to get to the other end before anyone else 
came along.

Taking in Stelvio



GO TO A TRUSTED NAME IN THE RACING INDUSTRY

BIRCHMOUNT COLLISION INC.

AUTOBODY AND PAINT SPECIALISTS SINCE 1958
                                                                                
                    

 5% Off All 
Repairs for 

Toronto 
Autosport Club 

Members

         ALL SERVICES UNDER ONE ROOF!
We Use Environmentally Friendly Water Based Paint Matched 
by a Digital Colour Scanner.
All Cars are Prepped and Sprayed in a Down Draft Spray 
Booth By Our Painter With 40 Years of  Experience  
All Collision Work is Backed by a Lifetime Warranty
We Offer Detailing Packages, Safety and Maintenance 
Inspections, Mechanical Work, Auto Glass Services, Spray on 
Bedliners, Paintless Dent Removal and Rental Car Assistance.

Don’t see what you’re looking for?  Just ask!

4032 Finch Ave East  Scarborough  ON M1S 3T6   
416-291-9919
info@birchmountcollision.com

                           BEEN IN AN 

                                                ACCIDENT?

   AWARDED CAA’s 2008  ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENT AWARD 



At the top, we stopped for drinks and to take in the view.  There were hundreds of 
motorcycles parked everywhere.  We saw an E-Type Jaguar with a huge movie camera 
mounted on it, along with a chase car.  Not sure what they were filming, but I'm sure it 
will be interesting.  The Italian National Ski Team was there practising.  Interesting that 
the ski hill only opens in the summer, when the passes open!  We sat outside, and had 
a drink, and worked on our tans.  We set off to go down the other side of the Stelvio 
pass into Italy, but I hoped we could stop, and get turned around to actually do the 
Umbria pass into Switzerland.  It too was closed earlier, so I wanted to see what I had 
missed.  We started over the top of the pass, but were met by a huge snow drift!

It turns out that the pass was only open from the west side to the top.  We found a 
great vantage point, and took some photos of the snow covered road down the other 
side.  It was an incredible view.

The view of the closed road from the Stelvio Summit.  

Instead of turning around, we headed for the Umbria pass - from just shy of the 
summit, and down into Switzerland.  It was a great mix of long runs clinging to the 
mountainside and many switch-backs.  It was much less busy, and we saw lots of 
mountain goats, waterfalls, and amazing views into the Swiss valleys.





FOR SALE
35TH Anniversary Mustang GT

–         Triple Black w/Leather 5-Speed
–         4.6L V8 Vortech SuperCharged 400RWHP!
–         Steeda springs, Castor/Camber Plates & Adjustable Sway Bar
–         CenterForce Clutch, Aluminium Drive Shaft & 3.73 Gears
–         Headers, Hi-Flow Cat’s w/2.5” X-pipe & MAC Cat-back w/3” Chrome tips
–         EBC Drilled Rotors
–         ’99 Cobra R Aluminium 18” Rims
–         Alpine Head Unit w/XM and remote w/Alpine Amp and speakers and JL Sub
–         Too many improvements to list them all.
 

NEW PRICE! $11,800 Cert & E-tested
Call Peter 519-827-1928



We had just 2 more passes to do, 
then it would be motorway into Munich.  
It turns out that the passes between 
Italy and Austria, and Austria and 
Germany are pretty small in comparison 
- all below the tree line - so we hardly 
noticed them.  We picked up the 
autobahn at Garmish, and cranked up 
the A6's little 2.0L diesel engine.  We 
were following a BMW 3 series, doing 
about 180kms/hr, but he started pulling 
away from us.  I sped up, but at 
200kms/hr, an alarm went off, and a 
"High Speed Warning" flashed up on 
the car's display.  I backed off, and the 
warning went away.  Unfortunately, it 
kept going off everytime we hit 200km/
hr.  Besides the BMW 3er, we were 
passed by only one other car; a BMW 7 
series that drove by us like we were 
standing still.  What a great system.  
Cars pulled out of the fast lane as we 
approached.  It was like the parting of 
the red sea!  The last bit of the trip went 
much faster than planned, and we got 
to Munich ahead of schedule.  
Everyone was thrilled with the Alps, but 
I know the girls were glad to finally get 
out of the car.

For the rest of the trip, we took in 
the sights of Munich:  BMW World 
Headquarters, the BMW Museum, and 
Hofbrauhaus, the largest beer hall in 
the world!

Next time, we have to arranged for 
European Delivery of some new BMW.  
There are many more passes that we 
didn't get to.  I know I'll be keen.  Not so 
sure about the others in the family!

Rob McAuley







   New Members – Single or Family $50.00 
   Renewal Members – Single or Family $50.00 

(You may also JOIN or RENEW ON-LINE; Please see below…)

Membership Application 
 Mail: 14 Princess Anne Crescent, 
  Etobicoke, Ontario, M9A 2P1
 Email: registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca

•TAC Membership includes CASC-OR (Race, Solo) & RSO (Rally) affiliation for the year
• Family rate is limited to family members domiciled at the same mailing address.
• Renewals : Indicate membership number [#    ] (if known) 
• Assigned membership numbers will be reserved until February 1st.
• All memberships and affiliations expire December 31. 
• Please be aware that membership data is shared with CASC-OR 
Date:__________________________
1st Member________________________________[#        ] Home Phone(____)______________
Address _____________________________________ Bus. Phone(____)______________
 _____________________________________ Postal Code___________________
First Member ______________________[#        ]   email: ________________________
2nd (Family) Member ______________________[#        ]   email: ________________________
3rd Family Member  ______________________[#        ]   email: ________________________
4th Family Member  ______________________[#        ]   email: ________________________
5th Family Member ______________________[#        ]   email: ________________________

The Newsletter FIFTH GEAR, is available on the website. Check here if you do NOT need a mailed copy 
PAYMENT METHOD:

 Cash    Cheque #______  Amount:      $50     Other $_______  TOTAL $: __________
 To pay by Credit Card, please apply On-Line at: www.casc.on.ca/clubs.php and navigate to the 
Toronto Autosport Club entry.   For renewals, log on first, using the “Members Only” menu tab.

TAC works only because volunteers make autosport happen!  
So that we know your interests (and where you can help out) and can therefore plan the right mix of events – 

please complete the information checklists below …
Please indicate yourPlease indicate three areas that you can
autosport interests for the coming year.help with this year

 Solosprint (Solo 1)  Solo (1/2) organizer / worker 
 Autoslalom (Solo 2)  Road Rally/Ralliette organizer
 Navigational rallying  Contract Rally organizer
 Performance rallying  Rally Checkpoint/Green-crew
 Road racing  Social Event Organizer
 Vintage Racing  Ice race organizer / worker
 Ice racing  Event timing / scoring
 Karting  Performance Rally organizer 

v09.2 Jun-09
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