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T o r o n t o  A u t o s p o r t  C l u b
2023 EXECUTIVE 

PRESIDENT Rob McAuley president@torontoautosportclub.ca
VICE-PRESIDENT Gary Vernon vicepresidentmail@mailtorontoautosportclubmail.ca
TREASURER Brooke Jacobs treasurer@torontoautosportclub.ca
SECRETARY Ingrid Beck secretary@torontoautosportclub.ca
COMPETITION DIRECTOR Graham Tulett competitiondirector@torontoautosportclub.ca
SOCIAL DIRECTOR Nick Beck social@torontoautosportclub.ca

2023 COMPETITION COORDINATORS 
TIMEATTACK /SOLO-I Gary Vernon
AUTOSLALOM /SOLO-II Keith Hui

2023 COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES 
RALLYSPORT ONTARIO Graham Tulett competitiondirector@torontoautosportclub.ca
MEMBERSHIP Claire Jacobs registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca
WEBMASTER Brooke Jacobs brookemail@maillbrooke.net

Club Mailing Address:  148 Tamarack Drive, Thornhill ON, L3T 4X4

The  TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO Incorporated, (known as the “Toronto Autosport Club”) is a general 
interest motorsport club involved in rallying, Solo I, Solo II, ice racing, road racing and social events. Club Meetings are 
held on the third Wednesday of each month (except August & December) at 8:00 p.m. (currently via ZOOM online). 

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME ! 
FIFTH GEAR is the monthly publication of the Toronto Autosport Club. Articles concerning Club members’ activities 
are of special interest and members are encouraged to submit their writings to any member of the Executive or 
send them to the Editorial Offices. Past issues of FIFTH GEAR are posted for viewing on the club website.
FIFTH GEAR is normally published on the Tuesday preceding the second Wednesday of each month. Certain 
scheduling changes will be made to accommodate major motorsport events which are of interest to the members.
DISCLAIMER  
Opinions and views expressed in this newsletter are for entertainment purposes, are those of the individual writers 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions and views of the TAC MOTORSPORT CLUB OF TORONTO, its 
Executive members, or affiliated governing bodies such as CASC-OR, CARS, RSO, or the ASN (Canada) FIA.
FIFTH GEAR Editors: Nick Beck

280 Ridgefield Cres., Maple, Ontario  L6A 1J6
Editorial: phone: (905) 832-8012 
Email:  mfifthgearmail@torontoautosportclubmail.cam

Please contact the Executive member(s) directly or through the Club Address listed above, for matters 
not pertaining to FIFTH GEAR. 
Advertising rates (per year) : $150/full page;  $75/half page; $25/business card size

Toronto Autosport Club is proud to be affiliated with the following sanctioning bodies:



Yikes!  Summer is flying by.

We just had our world famous IMSA 
Picnic at CTMP this past weekend, and it 
was a blast!  Over 30 people came out. 
We had TAC flags flying, and our bright 
new canopy tops looked amazing.  Dan & 
Cecilia worked the barbecues, and 
everyone brought some very nice side 
dishes.  Best of all (besides the racing) 
was seeing old friends again.  

We did see the big ALMS race with 
some very cool prototypes.  Watching 4 
classes race at the same time is always 
exciting.  With each car running at the 
limits down turn 2, they have to time 
their passes perfectly, or someone is 
going to be in the same spot at the 
same time as another car.

Some people explored the circuit, but I 
was busy chatting with people I hadn’t 
seen in a while.  Next year, I have to 
come Saturday, just to get to the paddock 
and chat with a few old racing buddies.

Ontario Time Attack just had their second 
school at CTMP, and have 4 events left. 
 Shannonville on July 22/23 will be a 
blast.  The Pro circuit is fast and flowing, 
but the Long track is tight and technical. 
 They wrap up their season at the end of 
August at the Driver Development Track, 
where champions will be crowned!  Make 
sure you introduce yourself to TAC Rep 
(and club VP) Gary Vernon.  He is always 
looking to help a fellow TAC member.

A month ago, in June, I was visiting 
daughters Katie & Sarah.  Sarah had 
found some nice routes up into the 

mountains, and we were able to check 
out Park City and some pretty sweet ski 
areas. Man there is a lot of money in 
them thar hills!  We saw some very nice 
ski chalets.  We worked with Google 
Maps to find some interesting routes, but 
were surprised to find some that not 
more than cart tracks.  Daughter Katie 
says they are for Jeeps only (they have 
one), and our rental mini-SUV wouldn’t 
cut it.  BUT IT’S A RENTAL!  I was not 
allowed to try them out.

Still, we explored a few passes, and had a 
great time in the rockies.

We have lots of photos in this issue. 
 Thanks to everyone for contributing. 
 Feel free to add any of your own stories 
to Fifth Gear!  I look forward to hearing 
about your adventures.

Rob McAuley
TAC President

From The President’s Desk

ON THE COVER 

The TAC team taking in the IMSA Racing at 
CTMP in July.  

A Great vantage point for Turn 2.



TAC 2023 EVENTS CALENDAR
Date ClubCategory Event Description

July  2023
Streets of TORONTOINDY16

ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM TACMeeting19

Iowa Speedway (2 races) - Newton, IAINDY22-23

Ontario Time Attack Event #3, SMP PROTimeAttack22

HUNGARIAN GP (Budapest)F123

Ontario Time Attack Event #4 Shannonville Motorsport Park-LongTimeAttack23

Canadian Touring Trophy Races,  CTMP (Mosport) BARC-OCRegional Race29-30

Lucky Dog Canada Endurance Race Shannonville Motorsports Park LDCRace29-30

BELGIAN GRAND PRIX (Spa-Francorchamps)F130

August  2023
Streets of NashvilleINDY6

OPRC - Black Bear Rally MLRCRally-OPRC12

IMS Road Course #2, IndianapolisINDY12

Calabogie Summer Classic Races, CMP-CalabogieRegional Race18-20

Ontario Time Attack Event #5 CTMP DDT2 KinkTimeAttack26

WORLD WIDE TECHNOLOGY RACEWAY (Gateway) - Madison ILINDY27

NETHERLANDS GP (Zandvoort)F127

Ontario Time Attack Event #5 CTMP DDT1 KinkTimeAttack27

September  2023
PORTLAND - Portland International RacewayINDY3

GRAN PREMIO D'ITALIAF13

CRC/OPRC Rallye Défi Petite Nation, Quebec CASDIRally-CRC8-10

Weathertech Raceway Laguna SecaINDY10

Late Summer Trophy Races, CTMP (Mosport) BEMCRegional Race16-17

SINGAPORE GRAND PRIX (Singapore)F117

ONLINE: TAC Monthly Club Meeting, ZOOM TACMeeting20

JAPANESE GRAND PRIX (Suzuka)F124

Pacific Forest Rally, Merritt BC WCRARally-CRC28-30

ORRC  / Automapic Rally KWRCRally-ORRC30

More events to appear as 2023 Schedules are released.

For more information on any event, please contact the organizing club or sanctioning body directly.





TAC BBQ at CTMP - IMSA



Photos by  
Rob McAuley. 

Nick Beck

Thanks go to the 
BBQ team. 



2023 Discover Ontario Car Rally

The something’th annual Discover Ontario Car Rally was held on Saturday, June 17th.
Something’th, because I’m not really certain how long it’s been running, but for several decades,
anyway. So many, in fact, that we’ve officially run out of space on the trophy to put the names of
the 2023 winners’ shield. It looks like we’ll need to add another level to the mount!

After the dismal competitor turnout in 2022 we had a much more respectable showing this year.
Last year we had only four teams compete and had more volunteers than participants. In order
to try to regain some people this year, we partnered with the Kitchener Waterloo Rally Club to
make it a dual event. The DOCR was part of the ORRC provincial championship, but we made
the second half eligible for the KWRC SNATR series, as well. This helped our numbers and we
had 11 cars competing.

Although there were no rally-breaking mistakes, one error slipped through our fingers. My
daughter, Claire, and I had planned to make a simple section for the experts more difficult by
literally cutting the page up into little squares that would require the teams to reassemble to
solve. Once the pieces were assembled the instructions would be straightforward, but keeping
track of all the pieces would be a challenge. Unfortunately, we forgot to actually cut the pages
up. This meant that the experts were given a section that was even easier than the same one
given to the beginners. I didn’t realize the oversight until half way through the rally and I had
hoped that the teams would overthink the problem and look for tricks that were not there.
Perhaps they did?

Thanks so much to the volunteers who helped make this a smooth event: Claire, Kim, Nick,
Ingrid, Martin, Theresa, Ted, Brian, Tristan, and Christina.

In all, we had three expert teams, seven novice teams and one team of beginners for the
SNATR portion. The final results are on the next page.

If you’ve never experienced navigational rally come give it a try. It’s beginner friendly, easy on
the car and great fun. Sample instructions can be found at www.brooke.net/docr

Brooke & Claire Jacobs
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DISCOVER ONTARIO CAR RALLY  2023
Kurt Seelenmayer and Nick Parry - 
1st Expert

Barry Spinner and John Hido - 
2nd Expert

Bruce Leonard - 
3rd Expert

Audrey Godin and Jean-Sebastien Delisle - 
1st Novice

David Hickey and Zachary Hickey -
2nd Novice

Eric Vanderwal and Zach Jansen - 
3rd Novice



Attention Proud TAC Members! 
 

Now you can buy clothes and more with the TAC logo 
on it, through the Toronto Autosport Clubʼs online store 

(a partnership with Café Press.com). 
 

Choose from a large selection of shirts, jackets, mugs, 
bags, even games and toys!  Almost anything that  

Café Press sells, they will sell with the TAC logo on. 
 

Visit the store at    
http://www.cafepress.com/torontoautosportclubgear 

 



!   New Members ! – Single or Family $40 
!   Renewal Members ! – Single or Family $30 or $25 Early

(You may PAY ON-LINE or by Cash or Cheque; Please see below…)

Membership Application 
! Mail:!      148 Tamarack Drive,
! !              Thornhill, Ontario, L3T 4X4
! Email:! registrar@torontoautosportclub.ca

!•!TAC Membership includes CASC-OR (Race, Solo) & RSO (Rally) affiliation for the year
!• !Family rate is limited to family members domiciled at the same mailing address.
!• !Renewals : Indicate membership number [#    ] (if known) 
!• !Assigned membership numbers will be reserved until February 1st.
!• !All memberships and affiliations expire December 31. 
!• !Please be aware that membership data may be shared with CASC-OR and/or Rallysport Ontario.

!Date__________________________
1st Member!________________________________[#        ]   email _________________________
Address! _____________________________________ ! Home Phone!(_____)_____________
! _____________________________________! Bus. Phone! (_____)_____________
Province     ___________________      Postal Code _______________
2nd (Family) Member! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________
3rd Family Member ! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________
4th Family Member ! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________
5th Family Member! ______________________! [#        ]   email ________________________
PAYMENT METHOD:

 Cash !  Cheque #______!  PayPal !  Other! TOTAL $: ________
To pay by PAYPAL/Credit Card, please visit the Club website at: www.torontoautosportclub.ca. 
This Application Form must also be filled out and submitted so we have your information. 
You should begin receiving the FIFTH GEAR newsletter by email within 2 months. 
FIFTH GEAR is also available on the website.      

TAC works only because volunteers make autosport happen!  
So that we know your interests (and where you can help out) and can therefore plan the right mix of events – 

please complete the information checklists below …
!
!

 TimeAttack (Solo 1)!  Solo (1/2) organizer / worker 
 Autoslalom (Solo 2)!  Road Rally/Ralliette organizer
 Navigational rallying!  Contract Rally organizer
 Performance rallying!  Rally Checkpoint/Green-crew
 Road racing!  Social Event Organizer
 Vintage Racing!  Ice race organizer / worker
 Ice racing!  Event timing / scoring
 Karting!  Performance Rally organizer v10.6 Jan 22

Please indicate three areas that you can help 
with this year :

Please indicate your autosport interests 
for the coming year :

http://www.casc.on.ca/clubs.php
http://www.torontoautosportclub.ca

